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UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND EASTERN SHORE
SPORTS MARKETING CLUB MISSION

The mission of the University of Maryland Eastern Shore
(UMES) Sports Marketing Club is the promotion and
improvement of campus recreation services and the markefing
of the athletic program. The organization is & creation of
the University’s Department of Business, Management and
Accounting and is designed to aid the athletic department

- in selling memberships to the fimess center and fundraising
Maryland Jaguars......c.weewe3. ctivitieson their behalf of the ongoing effort to reinstate of

an intercollegiate football program at UMES. The general
D.C. Explosion e agreement between the business department and the athletic

department are that 20% of net income of any activity
raised will be allocated to the Department of Business,
Resxilts T1 : Management and Accounting and the remaining to Vernon
b TR TR s o “Skip” MeCain/ UMES Football Reinstatement Fund and
Supporters & SPONSOrS ... 10 the UMES Athletic Department. These objectives are to be
realized by such methods as may be deemed necessary
About the Fund ... «11 including:

Consensus .. ; T

»  Weekly meetings for discussion of issues of general
interest including campus recreation services, the athletic
programs, and other objectives that are deemed
necessary in enhancing the well-being of the organization.

* Development of a relationship with the University of
Maryland Eastern Shore Athletic Depariment and cther
divisions of the university.

«  Other methods as may be adopted by the organization.

IF48 Fooibail! Team
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PURPOSE

For more than a quarter of century, the University
of Maryland Eastern Shore (UMES} was recog-
nized as a football powerhouse among Historical
Black Colleges and Universities. From 1946 to
1970, UMES had a combined win-loss record of
154 wins, 38 losses and 6 ties, or an outstanding
77.8 percent winning percentage. Therefore, the
decision to diseontinue foofball in 1980 wasa
particularly painful one for the University and
its Alumni.

In order to gain 8 complete understanding of the
real significance of UMES Football it is necessary
to first examine its roots. From its inception,
football at UMES is about more than just college
athletes. It was a part of a social movement
among African-Americans that began to take
hold with the advent of the Second World War.
Since time in memorial, the primary function

of any educational institution is to educate its
constituency. It does this by sharing existing
knowledge and generating new insights through

research. However, in our society colleges and
universities also serve functions that are ancillary
to their basic mission, and these are enormously
important to those who share them,

Some examlzlle-ﬁ of these anallary functions are
public service activities, developing and sustaining
an interest in the fine arts, and intercollegiate
football programs. In a practical sense, these
programs are often the most visible and thereby
serve as effective public relations vehicle for the
institution. One could search at length for a
theoretical justification for this linkage, but the
exercise would be meaningless. The fact is that
UMES football was firmly established, as part of
the fabric of Afrdcan-American history and
culture, and it is our hope that it will continue to
be in the future. The reason for this is clear.
UMES football played a groundbreaking role in
several areas important to both college athletics
and the movement for social justice in America.
The following is a brief listing of UMES firsts:

" In 1948, UMES and Albright College played the first intercollegiate football game between an

HBCL and majority-white institution,

*  In 1958, Johnny Sample {1954-1958) was the first player from a Historically Black College to

play in the prestigious College All-Star Game.

" UMES had six of its former players in the famous 1968 Super Bowl [11, which pitted the
mighty Baltimore Colts against the upstart New York Jets. The most players ever
from one school to play in a single Super Bowl Game.

1989, Art Shell became the first modern-day black head coach of a NFL team. To date, Coach
Shell has a compiled an overall head coaching record of 54 wins and 38 losses {70.3 %
winning), while guiding his teams to three playoff appearances,

It is our stromg conviction that football was
and remains to be a critical component of
the UMES story. Further, we believe it is
essential to revisit our history in order

to gain a full understanding of the
engrmous benefits of sponsoring an
intercollegiate football program to the
institution, 1bs students, iks alumni

and the commumity at-large.
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Puryband State, Maryland State awl Cranbling met foor fimes
o A, PRS0 D951 and 1952 — amd MSU outsoond ihe Tegees
&7-8, It came a5 no supriss that the nvaley was never mnewed,

McCein wns knoam os o muaster gl gelting the most oul of s
players. Morfolk Siase's Bill Aschie put it best “Skip MeCzin
cowld toke a dinmond in the sough ansd zell it on Wall Stret,”
Oine of his goms was Sybvester "Swifty" Polk.

The Malwaukes oative hedped the MeCaln era start off with o
bang. Swifty's legicy wis boen on & Saherday afternoon in 1940
a5 Marylamd Seale played ihe all-while Trenton Stale Teachen:
Coblege, With the blacks on cae side and the whites on the other
side, two bus loads of Marylund State podice sol i the end o,
Bt elwre were o probbems — just a foothall game.

Thaes pays inlo the game, Treoton punted and Polk ook the
ball-on his d5-wint e ard went all heway for o wuchdown,
Thls was it happen flve tirnes in the firsl guarter, The sixth iime
Trenton punsed to Muoryland, Swifty bhroke free and got all ihe
wiay 1o te 2yard line dmd shpped. He ended the first guarmer
with flve taichdowns and M) poingz, 2l on punt returms. Mot sar-
prisinghy, he Yed he country inscoring that season,

Swilty never plaved professicaally; unforenstely, socistal
berriers b formine, fame and soccess exisad ol mary great ones
were overlooked, but the legend of Swilly broaghl Bume amd pro-
Fesabimal soonts to the Maryland Seate campus.

In 1857, Marylond State munming back Johnny Sample and
bieeman Shernon Phnketr opened the door fee thise who fol-
bvwed by becoming the fisst players from the schood i play in the
MNFL. Smnple completed his career at Stabe with T,381 yurds
rashing, 37 wuchdowns, 42 FAT's and four feld goals. The
thres-tine All-Americon become the Frst player from n predeani-
nuntly black schond 1o play i the College All-Btar game n
Chicags, In the 1958 MPL dealt, Sample was picked by the
Hattimere Colts.

With nomenous players going on fo the professionad ks
durig his 16-year reipn ar Marylond Stase, it wos obviows tat
Cosch MoCain knew bow (o build football ployers. men Like
Yahnny Sample. Roger Brown, Sherman Plunketl, Yernon
Vmeghn, Emerson Boozer, Charlie Saukes-and Robert Taylor are
w lestament Bo that il

When Coach MeCan came o Maryland Scate I 1948, he was
b serve ge the head football cooch, bead basketboll coach and
athletic directer. 1t becamie apperent that this man coald build
sinnces; il sporl did not manes. While coscentrmaling oo bis
frnshadl dutiess, he ditecied the baskethal] team 06 T6-11 recond
from [04E-53.

MeCzin was alee & tescher. Growing wp i days of segrega-
tion, Skip lesned the value of education and preperation. He
earned degrees froan Lamgston Universicy and Teanssses Siaie
aeil filso enrmed eredit banors of Northwestem, the University of
e Magicn, Colomds and New Megico State,

His Jove for academics was almost a8 passaonase as ks desine
to win football gomes and be served pg an aseistant professor of
math durimy bis tenure of Morland Stete, He zughd sod motival-
ed by Wnstilling confidence in his players, Swifty Polk fosdly
remembers, "Coach made it & point to come by all of the plasers

Coach McCain's Year-By-Year Records

19048 7=1-0 1956  B<1-0
1949 500 1857 6-00-1
19500 8-0-0 1958 4-3-0
1951 7-1-1 1959 6-1-0
1952 8-0-0 1960 6-1-1
1953 710 1961  4-2-1
1954  &-0-1 1962  B-2-0
1955  5-0-D 1963 - 4-3-0
Career Record: 104-1685

*Publishers Nede: The year-by-gitre records used fn i
sty teere. gathered asa resudd of reserrole performed bl
e NCAA office end Lhe statisficn! staff of the NCAA. I
shoald e noted thed ese records eod e resiltenge coreer
totals differ from the revords ot S Unioersity of Margdizod
Eaatern Shore. As o resull of this discrepency, e AFQ
resedrch  elaff plemg wifh the Sports Inmfermafion
Department of Maryland Eastern Shore nill énvestigate the
differences and mey file an efficial challenge fo fheir authen-
Hoity amd correciness with the NCEAA,
BT

charin reaimns, He would check on your school waek and be woakd
sk for mpue om the s2om a8 {ar ne serafegy, practics, ese. He letus
knira that our opinion coantsd to him eCoin developed o rep
utslben =3 & great bualdar of character, He loved bo say, “MNot only
st yous be o winner oo the fisld, it alse in the glassoom,”™

“oach MeCabn was o greal puy. He was g frieod, o father
& steanp disciplineran,” stabed formes Hawk, Cal Davidson, who
enpaved o great Towr-year carssr ot Marvlaed (1957-6G1 ) playing
defensive end and wide receiver. “Durng -t fme yind didn’
couue off the el Duradson continoed, “Coach refused o let us
guit on kim. | remember Coach as o winnes, o finm believer
Cionf — which be passed oo all his playees — and et Yoo
could nod miss class. Cosch was no ponsense. He lovied g all,
e was bwagh.”

Vemon “Skip" MeCan was definitely a legend, The Gt tha
few people ever heand of him dies not diminish his legacy, He is
2 fepend that canpod be forgotten, designing and constructing »
football progiam that had fans znd alumm standing geroud.
MeCain's record ood lepocy e wamewhit overlooked partially
hecune Mandund Bastern Shoere drspped their foathall progrom
afver the 1979 wesron, bur more becauke his tecords were
echieved during a fime when the main stream meslin ignomed
bk college football,

1i heas been sasd that iv ks mot how we end g that counts; but
e impadtanily, bow we louch amd affect the lives of those we
Comne fibo contact with til mataee MeCam towched the lves of
humdreds of young mea to whom he will always be emembered
stmply A= “Conch,” g5
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MARYLAND JAGUARS (HONORARY HAWKS FOR THE DAY)

Miunniar Player Positlon
| Tavon Shenman R
) Sebiltlon Halbl RE
3 o Able WER
4 Jermainge Taylor WR
5 lustin Veny 08
i Baul Envo Kicker
g Dhagwy Platter RE
15 Elwnd Townasend L, i)
1] Antheny Bucker O
20 Julien Bobinson Fs
21 Corey Rideout FS
23 Xavier Brooks: Fs
249 Eric johinson F5
25 Rohert Jackeos (]3]
2 Marea Thomas 28
a7 B Fair R
28 Brendan Willtams 55
29 park:Jomes 55
R Wictar Ghee: B
34 Darmel Peadsz(l R
35 Drarsin Taium R
42 Gramon Branch KB
At by Chak L
ol Brian Yanooy LE
54 Crante Conner [3E
55 tupene Ceki LB
5 Chris Price LE
58 Charles Wilson LB
55 Wiector Mwaucha e
&l Curlie Hecio T
&5 Zoher Carmrdhiers LB
% Jerr Tark oT
67 Tomez Williams E
73 Texrvy pohnsan oL
7h Joe Johnson L
#h Lasnond Hector oL
i Drosminicgue Williarms [
78 {Carkos Harris L
74 Desmend Kennard (5]
a1 Terril Loowery W
g2 lack Fritts WH
44 Edvarnd McCrey R
a4 Anthoay Codling Wh
a7 lermalne Bodton WH
H4 Stanbey Williams WE
4 Chris Cribman TE
q] Al Hracly oT
94 Carl Carter 3T
g Ramon Gray OE
Head Coach: Chrs, Sirmstong Aest, Head Coach: Matt Steoples

Ciefensive Coordinator:Lavern Walker  Linebacker Coach: Bobert Holmes
Athletic Trainar: Travis Marguess
Gieneral Manager: Tereds Hicks At Cieneral Manager Torre Howard
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-k BTG Clark, HA) fif M0eket!. MF aod Dormid Thonos, Taockke, Greorge Bosto, fi If_".m'.\h {-C o ol v

Thiree of Wi Hituds cwpabimadiong oo conit primvers, st naaesl-upss price (o Marcheld, nboom el way to iy Glassboro
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CONSENSUS HAWK OF THE DECADE

SYLVESTER “SWIFTY” POLK

Sylvester “Swifty™ Polk was in the late
forties what O.J. Simpson was to pro
football the vear he rushed for over 2,000
yards. Before the CIAA had any football
plavers of note in the professional ranks,
there was this fellow from Milwaukee,
Wisconsin who played at a school whose
entire enrollment was around 300
students. Yet, he was one of the greatest
players in the history of college football,
They called him “Swifty” and he wore
number 44 on his jersey, Most people
onby saw him from the back,

Of his many feats, the one he set in
1249 stands the tallest, Maryland State
plaved the predominantly white Trenton
State Teachers College. With the Blacks
on one side and the Whites on the other
side two bus loads of Maryland State
police sat in the end zone.

Just three plays into the game Trenton
punted to Maryland and “Swifty” took the
ball on his 45 vard line and went all the
way for a touchdown. This was to happen
5 more times in the first quarter. The sixth
time Trenton punted to Marvland State

“Swifty” got all the way to the 20 yard line
and slipped, ending the first quarter with
30 points scored, all on punt returns. In
1948 he scored 5 times in 7 attempis on
run backs against Morris Harvey College.
By the end of the 1949 season Polk was
leading the nation with 126 points scored
on 20 touchdowns and 6 points after
touchdowns. 1950 Sylvester carried the
ball 76 times for 1,256 yards averaging 156
vards a game and 16.4 yards per carry,
This was done against schools [ike
Darimouth and Princeton as well. Hewas
All Américan in 1947, "38 and '49,
Though he never plaved professionally
because of an injury to his shght 160
pound frame, "Swifty” brought fame and
talent scouts to Maryland campus. His
greal feat paved the way for many other
great plavers from the “Hawk" rosters
and all other CIAA insthutions.
Sylvester resides in Milwaukee where
he i Recreation Director for the

Department of Parks,

1948 — All American "Swifty” Polk,
Maryland State’s great running back
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