
Inclement Weather Policy 
 

 

Determination of the operational status of the campus is the responsibility of the university President or 
her designee. During inclement or impending poor weather conditions, such determination will be made 
in consultation with state and county roads departments, state police on the condition of roadways and 
with the National Weather Service on the forecasts for the local weather. The Office of the President 
will announce the appropriate operational policy status in accordance with the provisions of this policy. 
Depending on the severity of prevailing or impending road conditions, the University will observe a 
state of (1) full operation, (2) minimum manning, or (3) closed. 

(1) Full Operation indicates no change in operational status, viz., and business as usual. This 
designation will not involve a special announcement to the UMES community. 

(2) Minimum Manning will denote the maintenance of a "skeletal crew" for the continued operation of 
individual office functions. Supervisors may release other personnel as appropriate. Personnel so 
released should be granted annual and/or personal leave as appropriate. 

(3) Closed. When it is determined that the University is to be closed, personnel should be 
released in all areas except security, infirmary, physical plant, residence halls, student union, and 
telecommunications, as necessary. The aforementioned areas will require skeletal crews for the 
maintenance of vital services.  

Residence Life is considered essential staff and will resume full operation during instances when 
the university is closed.  Paraprofessionals will be required to work extended coverage or 24 
hour coverage when inclement weather occurs (snow storm, etc). Extended coverage (until 2am) 
when classes are not cancelled and 24 hour coverage (in shifts) when classes are cancelled.   

Failure to comply with policies or directives from your supervisor during this time will result in 
immediate progressive disciplinary steps. 

 
 
 

 

Tornados and Severe Storms Procedures 
 

- Tornado Watch: conditions are right for a tornado to develop  
- Tornado Warning: a tornado has been sighted or indicated on radar 

Safety Rules When a Tornado Warning is announced: 

 Stay away from the window and go to a place in the building that has strong walls or solid frames. Hiding 
under heavy furniture will help as well. Fallout shelters designated on campus are Murphy Hall 
basement, Trigg Hall basement and the library. 


