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FAMU-STAR (Science, Technology and Agricultural Research) Center 

Florida A&M University (FAMU) has 

recently acquired 3,800 acres of land 

in Brooksville from the USDA/ARS 

and will have the Signing and Ribbon 

Cutting Ceremony on October 20, 

2015.   The land is located about 50 

miles north of Tampa and 65 miles 

from Orlando.  The acquisition is the 

largest transfer of public land from 

USDA to an Historically Black 

University and  FAMU is committed 

to using the land for agricultural and 

natural resource research for 25 years to support and enhance the mission of the University 

through student training and development and by conducting innovative multidisciplinary 

collaborative research that will lead to the discovery and advancement of scientific 

knowledge, and the transfer of technology to stakeholders that will benefit the University, the 

state of Florida and the nation.  This newly acquired land in Brooksville will become 

FAMU’s center of excellence - the FAMU-STAR (Science, Technology, and Agricultural 

Research) Center.  

FAMU-STAR will have a strong university-corporate-private partnership component that 

will be recognized for exemplary academic, research, and scientific accomplishments, 

dedicated to improving and sustaining a high standard of education and quality of live for all 

humankind.   

                          ARD Updates 

Dear Colleagues: 

Please visit the ARD 

website- 

www.umes.edu/ard 

or contact us using 

cbbrooks@umes.edu  
 Reminder:  Register for the APLU Annual Meeting at http://www.aplu.org/meetings-and-events/

As indicated in the last ARD Updates, we are moving along with the 125th Anniversary Cen-

ter of Excellence initiatives.  Timelines are extremely short as Plans of Work must be final-

ized with Agency participation by the end of October.  We are anxious to provide opportuni-

ties for all nineteen campuses to participate, but obviously that would require much more in 

terms of funding than we currently have.  Therefore campuses must compete for funding by 

submitting short proposals in a short turn around time.  All of this of course will be discussed 

when we meet in Charlotte, NC but as there may be those of you who will not be in attend-

ance, this gives you advance notice to stay informed through your research directors about 

the funding opportunities related to small farm initiatives and developing curricula for stu-

dents to qualify for careers in the foreign service.   

See you in Charlotte.  

  Sincerely, Govind Kannan, ARD Chair  
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 Opportunities for 1890 University Students 

The Kirchner Food Fellowship is pleased to announce its 2015 application period is open until April 15th. The purpose of the Kirchner Food 

Fellowship program is to foster the development of students who have the practical skills and knowledge to make effective investments in 

emerging agricultural technologies that have the possibility of addressing global food security. The Fellows have full discretion over their 

investment fund during a unique learning experience. A Fellowship may be held by a student currently enrolled at any university in North 

America. The Kirchner Food Fellows will be selected by June 30th, 2015 with the program commencing in August.  For more information 

visit www.fundthefood.com/apply/. 

 
 

                                We Welcome Dr. Andra Johnson to the 1890 Family 

             Dr. Andra Johnson Appointed School of AREAS’ Assistant Director of Research 

The Alcorn State University School of Agriculture, Research, Extension and Applied Sciences 

(AREAS) appointed its new Assistant Director of Research, Dr. Andra Johnson, effective September 

1, 2015. Johnson received his master’s and Ph.D. degrees in Forest Resources and Environmental 

Science from the Pennsylvania State University, University Park, Pennsylva-

nia. He also received a bachelor’s degree in Urban Forest Management from 

Southern University and A&M College, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

                                                                                 

Central State University—The Newest 1890 Land-Grant University 

In February 2014, Central State University became an 1890 Land-Grant Institution.  CSU’s extension and research 

initiatives are expected to cost $10M and generate 55 jobs for the state’s economy. The Research Program at Central 

State University, funded by the state of Ohio and the federal government, expands Central State’s capacity as a re-

search institution and complements the existing research being done through the University’s International Center 

for Water Resources Management and the College of Science and Engineering. 

Through a partnership with The Ohio State University, Central State will work toward collaborative grants and es-

tablish co-location extension offices. Central State’s Cooperative Extension Program will augment the statewide extension services 

currently provided by Ohio State University and provide services to additional communities. These programs build on the Univer-

sity’s agricultural past and ensure that CSU is a significant resource for Ohio’s citizens by addressing issues that affect rural and 

urban families. 

 CSU’s Cooperative Extension Program will put personnel in 10 Ohio counties with additional field specialists on campus and 

available on a statewide basis. The University will also reestablish the CSU Farm – 500 acres of crop and forestland. Extension 

services related to soil and water quality and Geographic Information Systems will become available to farmers all over the region. 

 Potential infrastructure initiatives, which will be funded by state and federal allocations, include two new facilities and the renova-

tion of a third, expanding the campus: 

 The Regional Technical Resource Center (RTRC)  

The CSU Agricultural, Food Sciences and Water Resources Field Research Center (AFWRC)  

The Center of Excellence in Community, Farm, and Family Outreach (CECFFO)  

Dr. Antonio McLaren—New National Program Leader for the 1890 Capacity Building Grants  

Dr. Antonio McLaren joined USDA-NIFA as a National Program Leader.  In his new role, he will work with Dr. Edwin 

Lewis and the 1890 Programs staff, and will be primarily responsible for managing and providing leadership for the 

1890 Capacity Building Grants Program.  Prior to this appointment, Dr. McLaren worked for USDA’s Office of Advo-

cacy and Outreach as the USDA/1890 Program Liaison at Virginia State University (VSU). Dr. McLaren earned his 

Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural Business/Economics in 2001, and his Master of Arts degree in Economics 

and Finance in 2003, both from Virginia State University.  In May 2015, he graduated with a Doctorate of Education in 

Leadership from Virginia Commonwealth University.  He can be reached on 202-720-0742 or Anto-

nio.A.McLaren@nifa.usda.gov.   

Because of the 1890 Universities’ Interest in establishing Centers of Excellence  

we have been asked to consider the following for proposal development:   

National Training, Education, Extension, Outreach, and Technical Assistance Competitive Grants Program: Regional Center Grants 

to Enhance Food Safety Funding Opportunity Number: RFA-FD-16-005. FDA announces the availability of funding and requests 

applications for National Training, Education, Extension, Outreach, and Technical Assistance Competitive Grants Program: Re-

gional Center Grants to Enhance Food Safety for fiscal year (FY) 2016. The intention of this program is to begin building an infra-

structure that will support a national food safety training, education, extension, outreach, and technical assistance system and pro-

vide significant opportunities for funding through subcontracts and for partnerships with eligible stakeholder groups, including 

community-based and non-governmental organizations. 

 Additional Information: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-FD-16-005.html 

 Closing Date: November 3, 2015 Contact: Mary Tijerina at (240) 402-0405 or Mary.Tijerina@fda.hhs.gov  
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