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DocktaLk

Explore marinas and book boat slips easily on Snag-A-Slip.
No booking fee. Ever.TM

Contact us at hello@snagaslip.com or visit www.snagaslip.com

This service is a long-time coming and it makes it so much easier for the 
boater to find, compare and book slips. We’ve been extremely satisfied with 

Snag-A-Slip and their partner marinas. —Todd Anderbery, PA

Call Now For Summer Bottom Paint Specials!

SUPERTECH Certified Sales & Service

NOW LOCATED AT WhiTEhALL MAriNA! 
1656 Homewood Landing Road • Annapolis

hauling,  
Launching and  

Storage at  
NEW Competitive  

rates!

Serving Annapolis, Chesapeake, Baltimore & DC Regions

Over 25 Years Experience • Power or Sail
ABYC MASTER Technician • Fully Insured 

MEMBER

www.ScandiaMarineCenter.com

410.643.0037
ScandiaMarineCenter@gmail.com

Complete Marine Service

 **$100 Trade In Credit for 
your old head 

MARINE  
SANITATION  

SYSTEMS

Check out our NEw Ship’s Store!

Quality, Reliable, Affordable Service
Haul Out/Launching Services up to 55’ • Bottom Painting • Bottom Blasting

General Maintenance & Repair • Marine Systems
Electrical Systems • Electronics Installation • Rigging • Engine Service & Repair 

Thruster Sales & Service • Fiberglass Repairs & Modification  
Design Modifications • Sanitation/Water Systems • Custom Teak Design & Repair 

Custom Carpentry & Repair • Full Service Detailing

Encouraging STEM 
through Crab Boat 

Engineering Challenge

High school students participating 
in the inaugural Eastern Shore 
Crab Boat Engineering Challenge 

got some valuable hands-on experience 
designing and operating a remote-con-
trolled watercraft and working through 
inclement weather like real crabbers.

Blue skies gave way to a downpour 
April 23 as teams ran their models of 
Chesapeake deadrise crab boats through 
the rigors at the University of Maryland 
Center for Environmental Sciences’s 
(UMES) boat ramp in Cambridge, MD. 
The boats were tasked with operating as 
quickly as possible to collect the most 
miniature crab baskets in an allotted 
timeframe.

“Students had to apply knowledge of 
various STEM (Science Technology En-
gineering and Math) concepts in research-
ing, designing, constructing, testing, and 
troubleshooting their boats,” said Dr. 
Tyler Love, coordinator for the event and 
an assistant professor of technology and 
engineering education at UMES. 

“The challenge exemplified the benefits 
of technology and engineering classes at 
the secondary level and UMES’s role in 
preparing teachers for these courses. It 
was exciting to see how the schools, spon-
sors, and volunteers collaborated to make 
this a memorable learning experience.”

Teams were judged on their boat 
designs and performance, a written report 
showing their mathematical calculations 
and addressing the environmental impacts 
of crabbing, and responses to questions, 
Love said.

Queen Anne’s County High School in 
Centreville came in first place with Ste-
phen Decatur in Berlin taking the number 
two spot in the competition.

UMES organizers collaborated with 
the Salisbury and Easton Army Recruiting 
Centers, which underwrote the tee shirts; 
Kelvin Educational, which donated the 
boat motors; and the culinary arts program 
at Worcester Technical High School, 
which prepared lunches. UMES technol-
ogy and engineering education students 
helped facilitate the event and manufac-
tured the award plaques. umes.edu

Reprinted with permission from UMES.

With visions of a grizzled old 
chief boatswain’s mate shout-
ing, “Swab those decks up 

to the bulkheads and set it ship shape 
and Bristol fashion,” I’m thinking about 
boat-cleaning season. It used to be that 
boaters cleaning and getting ready for the 
season’s adventures would turn to some 
pretty hazardous chemicals. Today’s boat 
owners understand the value of protect-
ing our waters and the environment, and 
many choose not to use those hazardous 
chemicals. Mother Nature provides some 
effective and non-toxic options. Baking 
soda, lemon juice, and vinegar are some of 
the most effective cleaners available. 
Six ideas for cleaning your boat: 
1. Plastic surfaces, stainless steel, alu-

minum, and decks can all be cleaned 
with vinegar in various states of dilu-
tion. Vinegar’s pH level makes it fairly 
acidic, which removes lots of water 
deposits. 

2. Fiberglass stains can be cleaned with 
a paste of baking soda and water. Mix 

just enough water into the baking soda 
to make it the consistency of peanut 
butter. Using a sponge or soft cloth, 
lightly rub the mixture into the stain. 
This great fiberglass cleaner can be used 
for onboard showers and heads, also, or 
even at home.

3. Copper fittings need a little acidity and 
abrasion. A paste of lemon juice and 
salt rubbed lightly onto the fitting will 
make it lustrous.

4. Windows and mirrors are easily cleaned 
with a solution of vinegar, lemon juice, 
and warm water. Use warm or hot 
water for quick evaporation to reduce 
streaking. Fill a spray bottle with this 
solution, and wipe it down with your 
reusable microfiber cloths.

5. Chrome can be brightened using apple 
cider vinegar. Pour it onto your reusable 
soft cloth, and gently rub it clean. After 
it’s clean, a little olive oil wiped on 
lightly can make your chrome gleam. 
Don’t use baby oil for this application 
as it’s a petroleum product.

6. Use olive or almond oil to clean interior 
wood. Just a dab of any natural plant 
oil will deliver natural moisturizers 
to protect the wood and a little bit of 
shine. Wipe off any excess with a reus-
able cloth. 

Find other great ideas at  
proptalk.com/eco-friendly

Non-Toxic Cleaning Methods 
 by Elizabeth Kelch

 # Queen Anne’s County High School students display their championship crab boat design.




